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[ Handed to courier Anderson April 19, 1940 for mailing in New York ] AMERICAN CONSULATE
Milan, Italy
March 7, 1940

Dear Folks:

I have two letters to acknowledge this time: Sarah's of March 4th, which arrived
April 3rd, and Dad's of April 2nd, which arrived today. I am planning to hand this to a courier who
passing through here Friday to take rail to the Washington. Now that the British are stopping
westbound as well as east bound mail from Germany and the neutrals, it will be necessary for me
to send all my mail by pouch if I am to avoid delays. In order to facilitate sending things by
couriers, I would appreciate it greatly if you would send me, as soon as possible, thirty or more
three cent stamps. The pursers of the boats will always mail the letters in the U.S., but I hate to
sponge on then to the extent of many stamps. Considering the comparatively large volume of my
mail, it will run up in a short time.

There is very little new to report. I got my radio in working order just in time to
catch the news from the invasion of Norway. I get London very well both on broadcasts wave-
lengths and short waves. After clearing customs, the set had to go to a repair shop to be adjusted
for the Milan current, which is 160 AC. I will not be able to use the record player, As it cannot be
adjusted to the of number of cycles in use here. If you would like to have it, I will investigate the
possible cost of sending it back. Since we don't have any new records, I don't suppose you would
want it unless you intend to start buying some. They are very nice to have. Janie might like it, as it
would help in entertaining her friends. However, they are so cheap it would not pay to send it
home if it cost very much.

Daddy asked about the cost of food and of running the household. It is a little
early yet to say just how it is going to go, but I can give you some preliminary figures. Food
between the 17th of March and the 31st, inclusive, cost $10.50 for the two of us. This includes
wine for the meals. The maid's salary for the same period was $2.50 The telephone for three
months was $3.20. Gas for the month of March was $1.20, and electricity for February and
March came to $4.45. [ have made all the conversions at the rate of exchange I actually used,
not the official rate. If I went back to the regular rate, [the] prices would be exactly double.

Around the 12th of March we had an opportunity to exchange, legally, through
a bank in Florence, any amount of money over $1000 at 43 lire per dollar. We took up a
collection around the office, and sent down $1500, and the deal was fixed up the next day.
[talian importers are desperately hard up for dollar exchange, and every once in a while they
get permission from the government to buy dollars at whatever rate is necessary. For really
large sums one could probably get over 50 to the dollar, but of course we don't have much
money here. The result of this deal was to cut in half the cost of living here, and naturally we
were all very much pleased. I was one of the main beneficiaries, as I had a month and a half's
salary on hand at the time, all of which I threw in. It proved to be a good thing, as I do not
know whether the chance will come again or not.

My last letter from Betty Lou was written on the 31st of March. She seemed to
be very happy, and it is evident that she has no intention whatever of coming home before
next July. Her attitude seems to be "I'm sorry if it grieves you, but my mind is made up." Unless
the situation changes, I don't think there is any chance of persuading her to return before that
time. After that, the consul in Frankfort will amend her passport to be valid only for return to
the United States, and then she will have to come back, unless she can wangle permission to
stay out of the local police. Sarah mentioned that I might be able to go up there some time. I'm
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afraid that this is out of the question at present. As you know, my passport was limited in the
Department to be good only for Italy and Switzerland. I could not change this without
referring it to Washington, and to get the Department's approval I would have to show that I
was going on official business. As I couldn't do that, it looks an if I would not get to Germany
during the war unless something unusual happens.

In discussing the radio, I forgot to mention its performance. It works quite
well, with one exception. I can't get the United States at all. [ have no aerial, and they say that
none can be erected on my apartment house because of the insurance regulations. I have
suggested an inside aerial, but the man does not think that would do any more good than the
simple ground I now have. I can get Japan and China very clearly, but the U.S. just doesn't
come in. I would greatly appreciate it if you would send me a coil of aerial wire together with
some other things that I will mention later so that I can experiment myself with an indoor
aerial. Wire here is terribly expensive, as there is a scarcity of it, and the repairmen charge
tremendous prices for installing anything.

I have been writing this over a period of three days, so you will excuse it if it is
a little disconnected. The things [ would like to have you send are my white summer suit and
some underwear. | have inquired, and find that white clothes are worn quite a bit here during
the summer, although they have only recently become popular. Also to accompany the suit
would be my white shoes, which I left at home. I had expected to buy some underwear from
the Arrow shirt people in New York, but it turned out I would have had to buy quite a bit in
one batch in order to buy direct from them. So I would like to have you send me two jerseys,
size 38 and two pairs of shorts, size 32. I like the arrows best, and you can get them from
George Pfeffer. That is all that I can think that I need at the present.

Daddy asked why coffee is so hard to get here. It is very simple. There is
plenty of coffee in the world for everyone but the Italians don't have any foreign exchange to
buy it with. All their available funds are diverted into essential raw materials necessary to run
the factories. Of course the strain of keeping up a big army on a semi-war basis is a severe
drain on the resources of a country as poor as Italy. Until you have been here, you have no idea
how poor the country really is. Virtually all the essential items for Italy's survival and its
economy must be imported, and under present world conditions it is impossible for them to
export enough to pay for the imports, if the latter were unrestricted. Since most international
trade these days is done on a barter basis, and since the United States buys comparatively little
from Italy, our trade has suffered very much. There is a tremendous demand here for all kinds
of American goods. People who haven't been abroad can hardly realize [how] greatly our
products are respected. Were it not for artificial barriers our automobiles, radios, machinery,
cigarettes, and hundreds of other items would be snapped up at good prices, but now no
permission to import is forthcoming.

[ am delighted to hear that the house has been fixed up so nicely, and I'm sure
you must very pleased. I'm only afraid that I won't recognize it when I come home next. [ hope
Sarah's bruised sciatic nerve is better now; I'm not surprised that some bad effects followed
that nasty fall. The time has now come to me to rush this down to the courier, so I must close.
I would like to have commented on the international situation, as it is very ticklish right now,
but I'm afraid there isn't time. Please give my best regards to all our friends and love to the
relatives. [ was very sorry to hear that Aunt Mary had broken her leg; it hadn't been mentioned
before. I shall try to drop her a line, but am not optimistic. Love to all,

[William]
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AVWRICAN CONSULATE
Milan, Italy
hpril 17, 1940

Dear Folka:

I have two letters to mcknowledmze this time: Sarah's
of Mareh 4th, which arrived April %rd, and Dad's of April
°nd, which arrived today. I am planning to hend this to a
ecourier who is passing throush here Yriday to take mall to
the NAMNXEHH Vashington. Now thet the British are stopping
westbound as well ag east bound mail from Germany and the
neutrals, it will be necessary for nme to send &ll my m&il by
pouch if T am to savoid delay. In order to facilitate sending
thin~s by eouriars, I would apnreciate it greatly if you
would send me, A8 Foon ag possible, thirty or more three
cent gtamns. The nursers of the boats will @ lways mail the
letters in the 7.5., but T hate to snonge on them %to the

_extent of aay ALanEpee Lonadldering Lie cunparatively lerse
— volume of mr mail, it will run up in s short time.

There is vervy little new to renmort. I got my radio
in workines order tust in time to catch the news from the in-
vagion of Momay. T met London very well both on broadcast
wave-lenshhs and short waves. After clearing customs, the set
hed to ~0 to & renair shop to be ad'usted for the Milan cur-
rent, whieh is 160 AC. T will not be uble to use the record
nlayer, @s 1% eannot be nd justed to the number of oyrcles in
use here. 7T?f you would like to have it, I will investirute
the noasasible aoat o sendin~ it bacok. Hinece we don't have any
new records, T don't sunvose you would want it unlens you
intend to sturt buring some. They are very nice to have.
Jneie mirht like 4t, as it would help in entertaining her
friends. However, they are so cheap it would not p&y to send
it home 1if it cost very much.

Daddy asked about the cost of food and of running
the household. It is & little early yet to say Just how it
is 7oin~ to mo, but I can zive you some preliminary fimures.
Tood hetween the 17th of Mareh shd the 31lst, inclusive, cost
£10.50 for the two of us, This includes wine for the meals.
The maid's snl ary for the same im period was $2.b0. The
telenhone for three months was §3.20. Gas for the month of

March was $1.20, and eleetricity for February &nd larch ceme
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to $4.45. T heve made all the conversions at the rate of
exchange T aotually used, not the official rate. If I went
back to the relar rate, it prices would be exactly dunh*ed.

Around the 12th of March we had an opportundty
to exehange, lezally, throwrth & banlk: in Florence, any amount
of money over $1000 at 43 lire per dollar. Ve took up a col-
lectioh around the office, asnd sent down $1500, and the deal
was Tixed un the next day. TItalian inmporters are desamerately
hard un for dollar exchange, and every once in a while they
#8t permission from the sovermment to buy dollars at whatever
rate is necessary. TFor really large sums one could probably
get over 50 to the dollar, but of course vie con't have much
money here. The result of this deal was to cut in half the
coat of living here, and naturally we were all very much
pleased. I was one of the maid beneficiaries, as I had a
month and a half's salary on Land at the time, a£ll of which
I threw in. It proved to be & good thing, as I do not know
whether the chance will cone agzain or not.

My last letter from Betty Lou was written on the

3lst of March. She seemed to be very happy, and it is evi-
dent that she has no intention whatever of comins home before

. next July. ler attitude seens to be: "IBm morry if it gsrieves
you, but ny nind is made up.” Unless the situation changes,
T don't think there is any chance oI persuading her to return
before that time. After that, the consul in Frenkfort will
amend her pasanort to be valid only for return to the Tnited
States, and then she will have to cone back, unless she can
wanzle permiasion to stay out of the loeal police. Sarah
mentioned that T misht he #ble to 2o up there some time. I'm
afraid that this is out of the question &t present. ALg you
know, my nassport was limited in the Department to be good
only for Ttaly and Switzerland. T could not change this without
refer~ins it to Tashington, and to get the Department's anproval
T would hasve to show that I was roing on offieial business.
As T couldn't do that, it looks aa if I would mnot get to
fermany durinr the war unless conethins unusual haphens.

In diseussing the radio, T forgot to mention its
nerformance. It works quite well, with one excention. I ecan't
et the nited States at all. I huave no aerial, and they say
that none ean be erected on my apartnent house because oFf the
ingirdfdance rerulations. I have swroested an inside aerial,
but the man does mot think thet would do any nore good then
the aimple ground I now have. 7T ean et Japan anc Chins very
elearly, but the 77.S5. just doesn't come in. T wounld ;sreatly

annrecinte it if you would send me a coll of aerial wire
torether with some other thinss that I will mention later,
go thet I ean exneriment myaelf with an indoor serial. Vire
here is terribly expensive, as there is & scargeity of it,
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and the repairmen charye tremendous prices Tor installing
anything.

I have been writing this over a period of three
days, so you will excuse it if it is a little disconnected.
The things I would like to hnve you send are ny white summer
uit and some underwear. I huave inquired, and find that white EX
clothes are worequite a bit here during the summer, although
ther have only recently become popular. Also to @&cconpany
the suit would be my white shoes, which I left &t home. I
had exnected to bury some underwear from the Arrow shirt people
in Wew York, but it turned out I would have had to buy quite
a bit in one bateh in order to buy direet from them. 5o
I would like to have you mend me two jerseys, size 4B, and
two pairs of shorts, size 32. I like the &rrows hest, and you
ean zat them from George Pfeffer. That is all that I can think
2 that I need at the present tine.

Daddy asked why coffee is so harc to et lLere.
Tt is very simple. There is plenty of coffee in the world
for evaryone, but the Itulians don't have any foreign exchange
to bgy it with. All their available Punds are diverted into
essential raw naterials necessary to run the fnetnrfiaa. ne
course the atrain of keenins up 8 bir army on a seni-war besis
is a severe drain on the resources of a countiry as,pour &B
Tteiv. 'ntil vyou have been lLere, you have no idea how poor
the country really is. Yirtusnlly ell the essential items for
Ttaly's sirvival and its economy rmist be imported, &nt under
present world concditions it is inpossible for them to export
enouzh to pay for the immorts, if the latter were unreatricted.
Sinee nmost international t:-ade these dnras is dine on & gprier
baagis, and since the Mmited Stutes buys comparatively little
from Ttaly, our +4rade has suffered very nuch., There is a
tremendoun demand here for all kinds of agnerican ,-oods; reonle
who haven't been abrosad ean hardly realize in gsreatly our
nroduets are resnected. Vere it not for artificial bariersa,
our sutomobiles, radios, machinery, cigarettes, snd hundreds
of other items would be snspped up at rpood prices, but now
no nermission te import is fortheuming.

I an delirhted to hear that the house has been
fixed up so nicely, and T'm spure you nust all be very plesged.
T'm only afraid tha: I won't recosnize it when I come home
next. T hope Sarah's bruised sciantic nerve is better now; I'm
not surnrised thit some bad effects Tollowed that nasgty fall.
The time has now eome to me to rush this down to the courier,
go I must cloge. T would liked to have cummented on the
international situation, hs it ig very ticklish right now,
but I'm afreid there isn't time. Please gsive ny best resurds
to all our friends and love to the relatives. I was very
gorry to hear that Aunt Mar; had broken her leg; it hadn't
been mentioned befors. I shsll try to drop her a line, but

am not optimistiec. Love to all,

50f5 | 1940-04-17 M06 WLK to LMK family.doc



